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Acts xvii, 26. 

God hath made of one blood all the nailom of 
men^ to dwell oh all the Face of the Earth. 

THERE IS no truth more obvious to the 
limple conceptions of man, than that 
the human race have natural rights, and com- 
mon relations to each other ; yet, there is no 
truth which may be more eafily overlooked, 
or fooner perverted, when the principles of 
ambition, avarice, and cruelty, have blinded 
the underftanding, and hardened the heart. 
Men's judgements are eailly bribed by a vi- 
cious inclination; and they will foon per« 
iuade themlelves to believe that to be true 

A 4 which 
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which they are unwilling to dlfcovef to be 
falfe. 



This obfervatlon is ftridly applicable to 
the cafe of Slavery ; a cafe, which now pro- 
mifes to undergo a thorough dlfcuffion : not, 
it is hoped, merely to pleafe the fpeculations 
of the curious, or to intereft the feelings of 
the humane ; but to vindicate the wrongs of 
thoufands ; to reftrain the hand of cruelty ; 
and to let the opprefled go free 

The fubje£t of Slavery has been examined 
in a moral, a hiftorical, a political, and a 
commercial point of view, by authors of dlf- 
tlnffulfhed eminence ; whofe clearnefs of 
comprehenfion and pov^^ers of reafoning have 
honoured and advanced the caufe of huma- 
nity in which they have VvMrmly engaged. 

To the honour of the illurrrious Bifliop V/arjDurton, let 
ic be recordt'd, that he was the firii: who openly flood forth 
^nd condemned this condud in England. The confillency 
and the perfcverance of the Quakers in this great caufe. of 
humanity muft highly recoaimend them to every friend of 
religion and liberty. 

It 
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It IS my intention in this difcourfe to 
confider the fubje£t in a religious point of 
view. 

Slavery, or fervitude, was indeed connived 
at by the Jewifti Laws ; but then it was re- 
ftrained by wife and merciful regulations : 
and we know that God winked at the times 
of that ignorance, when men could pot re- 
ceive a pjirer law, or be influenced by better 
motives than thofe temporary rewards and 
punifliments which were the fiuiftions of that 
difpenfation. 

But God hath made of one blood all the 
natives of the earth." Creation is a com- 
prehenfive fyftem of goodnefs ; and the va- 
rious parts thereof are fo admirably conne£led 
together, that, if one member fuiTer, all the 
members fufFer with it." This goodnefs, 
difcovemble in creation, is a communica- 
tive principle, flowing from the Authar 
of all life and bleflednefs, and Imparting It- 
felf to all his creatures ; and his creatures are 
fo far bleffed, and rendered capable of fupe- 
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rior enjoyments, as they are Influenced by 
this connimunicative goodnefs ; and, in con- 
fequence thereof, become inftrumental in 
promoting each other's happinefs. 

All the relations of humanity, all the ties 
of kindred, are eftabliflied for this benevolent 
purpofe ; that we may feel, reafon, and a£l as 
members one of another. For ^' have we not 
all one Father ? hath not One God created 
us ? Why do we deal treacheroufly every 
man againft his brother, by profanuig the 
covenant of our fathers ?'* [Mai. xi. lo.j 
The Lord He is the God ; it is he who 
*' hath made us, and not we ourfelves. We 
are his people, and the fheep of his paf- 
ture/' [Pf. c. 3.] O Lord, thou art 
our Father ; we are the clay, and thou art 
the potter ; and we are all the work of 
^' thy hand,'' [Ifaiah Ixlv. 8,] " Doubtlefs 
thou art our Fathers thou, O Lord, art 
our Fat^r^ our Redeemer ; thy name is 
from everlafling." [Ifaiah ixlii. i6»] 



If 
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If then God be our Father, furely we arc 
all brethren ; and this facred relationfliip^ 

this covenant of Brother/* is not to be fet 
afidc by any diftance of place, or by any ac- 
cidental difference of appearances, or peculi- 
arity of advantages. Wherever v^e fee the 
human form, we fee an image of God, and 
a brother according to the Flefli. Juftly then 
might we call out to the African Trader, and 
the Indian Planter, if they had but hearts to 
hear, Sirs, ye are brethren, why do you 

wrong one to another [Ads vii. 26.] 

If this relationfliip be eftabliflied by Cr^- 
atlony how much more important, more ex- 
tenfive, and more facred, muft It appear, 
when confidered with a view to Redempiton. 
God was manifeft in the flefli to reconcile 
a world of finful creatures to himfelf, and 
to unite them in the bonds of eternal 
amity and love/* He came to deftroy the 
kingdom of darknefs, evil, and mifery ; and 
to eftabllfti his everlafling kingdom of light 
and truth ; of goodnefs and rlghteoufnefs. 



The 



( 12 ) 

The extent of this great plan of rtiercy Is as 
Wide ns the mifery of fioc, as iiniverfal as the em- 
pire of deatlu Chrift tafted death for every 
T/ian; there is one Mediator between God and 
man, the man Chrif!: Jefus, who gave him- 
felf a ranfom for all, to be teftified in due 
time (or rathec Ka.ipoig tSiotg^ in proper fea- 
fons)." [i Tim. ii. 6.] We have an ad- 
vocate vviih the Father, Jefus Chrift the 
Righteous ; and He is the propitiation for 
our fins; and not for ours only, but alfo 
*^ for the fins of the whole worldr [i Johfi 
ii. 2.] For as in Adam all die, even fo in 
*^ Chrift lhall ^// be made alive.'* [i Gor* 

XV. 22*] 

All men, then, are heirs of the heavenly in- 
heritance, and are capable of being tranflated 
from the kingdom of Satan into the king- 
dom of Chrift. Gentiles and Jews, Hea- 
thens and Chrlftians, on their belief of the 
Gofpel, are fellow heirs together in a glo- 
rious immortahty ; for they are now the 
adopted children of one common parent, 
the purchafed property of the fame Saviour; 

and 
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and the fame new and living way into the 
true holy of holies, even into Heaven itfeif, 
is open to all, through Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. 

The great and comprehenfive mercy of the 
Gofpel has united men more clofely in the 
bonds of mutual charity. The endearing 
term of brother^ as pointing out a fpecial re* 
lationflhip between man and man, is there 
introduced. If I fland without excufe for in- 
juring my brother after the flefli, how much 
more hiexcufable am if, to increafe my 
wealth, to flatter my vanity, and to exercife 
a wanton cruelty, I injure and degrade my 
brother after the Spirit, for whom Chrift 

died \ 

The mild and benevolent fplrit of Chrif- 
tianity, iii proportion as it prevailed among 
the nations which became converted to the 
Gofpel, abollfhed the fervile condition, and 
taught mankind that the lowed as well as 
the higheft, the ignorant as well as the wife, 

. had 
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had rights which were facred, arid profpe^ls 
which were eternal. 

The happy revival of literature and reli- 
gious knowledge at the time of the Reforma- 
tion abolifhed all the remains of dotneftic 
flavery in our own country ; but, about the 
fame period a more lyftematic and more 
r.--7,^mmk fpecies of flavery was introduced ; I 
mean, that of working the Weftern Iflands, 
which the Spaniards had almoft depopulated 
by their cruelties, by means of flaves im- 
ported from Africa • This evil is the more 
dreadful, becaufe it is far removed from the 
obfervation of the wife and the good ; it i^ 
pradllfed by the avaricious and the cruel, who 
are interefted either to conceal their outrages 
by falfehood, or to defend them by fophifl:ry. 
It is praftifed in all the horrid luxuriance of 
iniquity by the Englifli, a nation who boaft 
that they are free, and profefs that they are 

* In the year 1563 the Englifli commenced this 
tnoft horrid' traffick. The Portuguefe fet the example 
to the reft of EuropCe v 

Chrlftians, 
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Chrlftlans. It is to this praftice m particular 
that I wifh to confine ,your prefent atten- 
tion. 

The evil confequences of* the unnatural 
and degrading relation of Mailer and Slave 
are thus defcribed by an able advocate. It 
corrupts the morals of the mailer, by 
*^ freeing him from thofe reilraiuts v^ith 
refpeft to his flave, fo neceiTary for the 
controul of the human paifions, fo bene* 
ficial in promoting the pradllce and con- 
firming the habit of virtue. — It is dan- 
gerous to the mailer, becaufe his opprefiion 
" excites implacable refentment and hatred in 
the Have; and the extreme mifery of his 
" condition continually prompts him to rifque 
the gratification of them ; and his iituation 
daily furnifties the opportunity--— To the 
(lave it communicates all the affli£lio?.vs of 
life, without leaving for him fcarce any of 
" its pleafures ; and it deprefles the excellency 
" of his nature, by denying the ordinary 
means and motives of improvement. It is 
dangerous to the State, by its corruption of 

*^ thofe 

3 
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thofe citizens on whom its fafety depends ; 
and by admitting within it a multitude of 
perfons who, being excluded from the com- 
mon benefits of the conftitution, are ia- 
tereifted in fcheming its dellruftion 

But hovy are thcfe evils aggravated^ when 
cpnfidered in a religious point of view — as 
affeding the flave and the mafter— the inte- 
refts of the Gofpel, and the welfare of the 
^)at;ion which tolerates fuch condud ! 

In the exteafive kingdoms of Africa, the 
niqft horrid wars, rapine, and' defolation, 
have been encouraged for more than 200 
years, to promote thi.^ trade in human blood. 
Some are entrapped by deceit, . but the ge- 
nerality are feized by violence. Their fields 
are defolated ; their houfes are burnt with 
fire» The mild and peaceable Negro is 
driven from his comfortable home ; torn 
from all the tender ccnnedions of focial life ; 
branded with a hot iron ; confined on fhip- 

Margrave's Argument in the Cafe of J. Somerfet^ 
211 J Edit. p. 16. 

board 
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board amidft chains and nakednefs, filth and 
peftilence. There they are crowded in fuch 
numbers, and treated with fuch cruelty, that 
death brings a happy releafe unto thou- 
fands, who only experience the beginning 
" of fprrows.'* For thofe who efcape the 
dangers of the fea, and endure the hardfhips 
of the voyage, new calamities are referved 
in jftore when they arrive at the pUce of their 
deftination. 

Here the complicated evils of flavery pro* 
perly begin i here they are expofed like 
cattle in a market ; fent to the diftant plan- 
tations ; roufed before the rifing fun ; and 
employed in the hardeft labour; trembling 
under the tyranny of a mafter, who is ex- 
ercifed in fcenes of blood, and knows fcarce 
any reftraiut from the fear of unrighteous 
laws 

Here the fad remains of a wretched ex- 
iftence are dragged out ; harraflled by ex- 

* The fine for the wilfal murder of a Negro i$ Jefs 
than twenty fliilhngs. 

B haufted 
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hauft^^ labour, furrounded with the view of 
the mlferies of their countrymen ; fupported 
by the fcanty pittance of the worft food; 
deprived of all the comforts of this life ; and 
lininf!:ru£led in any hope of a better. Their 
lives are not efleemed by their owners of fo 
much value as the Hfe of a beaft ; though 
even the life of his beafl a merciful man will 
regard. Their mifery is often fo extreme 
that they feek for refuge in the arms of 
death. Some lay violent hands on them- 
felves ; and others refufe all fuftenance, that 
they may find that reft In the grave which 
is denied them by men, by Engliftimen^ 
by Chriftians. 

In the Britlfh Plantations It is no uncom- 
mon thing to behold the infolence of power 
and the wantonnefs of cruelty; to hear the 
groans of defpair, and the cries of deferted 
infants. *^ The plowers plough upon their 
^' backsj and make long furrows/* The 
fruits of the earth are produced amidft tears 
of blood, and groans of anguifii. The prof- 
ped to them is hopelefs : no induftry can re* 

gain 
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gain their freedom, no time can reftore them 
to their native country. No diftindlion is 
made ; no refpedt is paid to age^or fex; but 
all are crowded together like a herd of brute 
beafts : and here we behold the wretched 
efFeds of this traffick in human bloody to 
degrade, to corrupt^ to brutalize man- 
kind 

Thus does our brother, for whom Chrlft 
died, become vile in our ejes. 

Yet this moft horrid traffick has continued 
for ages ; in which^ to fpeak within com- 
pafs, not lels than an hundred millions of 
the h uman race have moft wretchedly pe- 
riflied, in hunger and in cold, in peffiiepee 
and in deflation, without a protedor, with- 
out a comforter, without an avenger. 

Yet the condition of the Slaves, though 
thus humiliating and fevere,; is infinitely 
preferable to that of their tyrants and oppref- 

* Seer Montefquieu^s Spirit of the La vs, p, 348. 

B 2 fors^ 
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fovs, it being always better to fuffer wrong, 
than to inflifl: it. 



But here I am happy to make fome excep- 
tions, though I fear they are but few ; fome 
Planters there are who treat their Slaves with 
mildnefs and compaffion. Thefe, although 
they have not an outward jaw to claim this, 
yet they are a law unto themfelves and 
they do not, in the actions of every day, 
<^ deny the Lord who bought them/' 

It will eafily appear how much more de- 
plorable is the ftate of the cruel Mafter than 
that of his fuffering Slaves, if we confider his 
condudl here, as preparatory to an awful and 
eternal ftate hereafter. 

There are but two Beings whom men wor- 
fhip and obey — thefe are God, who is Love ; 
the Father of mercits and the God of all 
coufolation, the Saviour of mankind : and 
the Devil or Satan, who was a murderer 
from the beginning, who is the deftroyer, 
\vho delights in beholding adls of cruelty and 

blood- 
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biooddied; The unrighteous Merchant, and 
the tyrannical Planter, *^ are of their Father 
'^^ the Devil, and the lufts of their Father 
they do.** In his works of darknefs they 
zealoufly engage, and ^' they lhall in no wife 
*' lofe their reward.'* 

Of the peace and happlnefs refulting from 
benevolence, gentlenefs, meeknefs, and for- 
bearancej> they have no knowledge or expe- 
rience : but, by the indulgence of every con- 
trary temper, as cruelty, violence, and re- 
venge ; they exclude the Kingdom of Heaven 
from their fouls; they fill up the meafure 
of their iniquities ; they lead a life of mifery 
upon earth, which riches cannot confole, nor 
intemperance enliven ; and at death they pafs 
into the eternal world, to meet their God 
cind their Judge ; to receive the fruit of their 
own doings ; and to reap a full recompence 
of reward. 

Thefe infamous Traders, who have heaped 
up then' riches, the price of blood/' and 

B 2 hardened 
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hardened themfelves againft their own flefb, 
will then lift up their eyes in torment, while 
they fee Jefus afar ofr, and many of their 
once Infultcdj degraded, maimed, and mur- 
dered Slaves now happy in his bofom. Then 
perhaps they may beg that one of thefe may 
be fent with a drop of water to cool their 
tongues, becaufe they are " tormented In that 

flame ' but even this rcqueft will then be 
denied by the Father of Mercies, for " as they 

fhewed no mercy nor compaffion on their 

poor Haves and dependents, fo neither fliall 

their Lord have pity on them.'* 

But this unrighteous traffick in human 
blood is not more deftruftive to thofe con- 
cerned in it, than difgraceful to the religion 
they profefs, and to the nation which tole- 
rates their crimes. By their means the holy 
name of Jefus is blafphemed, and an invin- 
cible obll:acle*thrown in the way, to hinder 
the glorious Gofpel of Clirift from being re- 
ceived by thefe Heatliens. Darknefs is not 
more oppofite to light than the principles 

of 
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of this traffick'to the fpirit of Chrlftlanlty ^. 

That commands us to preach good tidings 
unto the meek ;'' but thefe men dehberately 

withhold from their Slaves all rational in- 

ftrudion, and all religious improvement. 

The Prince of Peace fends us to bijnd up 
the broken-hearted but thefe men bow 

dov^n their fellow-creatures by oppreflion, 

and ^« regard not the cry of the poor defti- 
tute/' The fpirit of the Gofpel pro- 
claims liberty to the captive, and theopen- 
ing of the prifon to them that are bound 

but thefe men rivet the chiains of flavery ; 
the h'on enters into the Negro's foul," 

* Whereas Thou haft given us great honour in 
the prefence of nations around us, and power over re- 
mote people which fit in darknels ; 

" We have not profited them by the preaching of 
thy word, or the example of rightcoufncfs ; but have 
opprefled them. and besn a Hiare unto them. 

" And we have even caufed them to abhor thy word 
becaufe of our iniquities and unrighteous dealings, and 
have given occafion to the blafphemers to blafpheme.*^ 
King's Hymns to the Supreme Being, p. 136. 
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while his niuid Is left in all the darknefs of 
ignorance, without one ray of thofe com- 
forts which Chriftianity affords, to ftrengthen 
with patience^ and to animate with hope, 
them that endure affli£tionj fufFering wrong- 
fully. 

But thefe dreadful crhnes are not only 
the crimes of individuals, but alfo of nations^ 
which are confcious of thefe enormities, and 
do not iuterpofe to reftrain the fury of the 
tyrant, and to fet the oppreffed free. Eng- 
land is deeply ftalned with this guilt^^ ihe 
muft anfwer for the blood of millions, for 
Ihe knows, and yet (lie tolerates, this inhu- 
man traffick. It was one of the fins of Tvre, 

The Spaniard, the French, and the Portuguefe, 
CMuleavour to inilrnct, to Improve, and to convert their 
-Haves : hut the Proteilants the Englifh do not; nay, it 
is a notorious la£t, that they opnofcany endeavours 
towards diis Work of Mercy, this; Labour of Love. 
Tiic reafon is obvious, that, having little or no regard 
for tluur owr. lbul:>,< they have no concern for thofe of 
<#th-ers. 
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that fhe traded in the perfons of men,** 
[Ez. xxvii. ij.]^ And if we as a nation refera- 
ble her in our fins, we have reafon to fear 
that we fhall referable her in our punifh- 
raent. Wherefore, O Nation greatly be- 
*^ loved, let my counfel be acceptable to thed, 
*^ and break otf* thy fins by righteoufnefs, 
and thine iniquities by fhewing mercy to 
the poor [efpecially to captive Negros], if 
** it may be a lengthening of thy tranquil- 
lity." [Dan* iv. 27.] 

May not the Lord of Heaven and Earth 
fay unto this nation, as he did unto the 
ifraelites of old, Your hands are defiled 
with bloody and your fingers with iniquity. 
" None calleth for juftice, nor any pleadeth- 
for truth. Go to now, therefore, ye rich 
men ; weep and howl for yotfr miferies 
*^ that {hall come upon you ; your heart 
goeth after your covetoufnefsj and your 
land is defiled with blood. Behold the 
prayer of the needy, and the voice of the 
** innocent blood which is fhed, crieth and 

entereth 
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entereth the ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth, 
for a witnefs againft us.— Shall I not vilit 
for thefe things, faith the Lord, ftiall not my 
foul be avenged of fuch a nation as this ? 
Behold, the Lord cometh out of his 
place, to punlfli the inhabitants of the 
earth for their iniquity ; the earth alfo 
*^ fliall difclofe her blood, and fhall no more 
cover her flain. Vengeance is mine ; I 
will repay, faith the Lord,'* 

The Weftern Empire is gone from us, 
nevQr to return ; it is given to another more 
righteous than we ; who confecrated the 
fword of refiftance by declaring for the 
nniverfal abolition of flavery The Weft 
India iflands have been vifited with moft 
tremendous hurricanes and earthquakes ; by 
thefe, the cruel traders have been deprived 
of all their unrighteous gain, or have been 
involved with it in one common grave.. 

Verily, there is a reward for the righteous 

* Seethe Decoration of the Congrefs in 1774* 

aiid 
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and for the wicked : doubtlefs there is a 
God who judgeth the earth*'* 

As then the EngHfh have been moft for- 
ward In prcmothig this abominable trade, 
as the blood of the fouls of the poor mno- 
cents is found in their ilcirts fo let the 
Eiiglifli now ftand forward to fupprefs this 
"dlfgrace to their country. 

Next in guilt to thofe who perpetrate 
thefe abominations are thofe who, knowing 
thefe enormities, do not interfere to prevent 
them. Every one may do fomething ; he 
may declare his teftimony againft violence 
and wrong ; he may appear on the fide of 
hu.manity, equity, and religion. 

Let every man then do what he is able 
againfl it, left the guilt of innocent blood 
(hould lie at his door. As we value* liberty 
purfelves, let us glory to make others 
free ; as we have obtained mercy our- 
* felves, fo let us never reft, till this mercy 

be 
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be extended to others, and all tears be wiped 
from off all faces. 

Then by all the glorious attributes of our 
God and Saviour, which are infulted by this 
inhuman trafEck~by ail the laws of divine 
love, which he has eftabliflied ; by all the 
glories of heaven which are .difplayed tb the 
ieye of Faith :— by the commoa blood which 
flows in all our veins ; and by the blood of 
Chrifl: which was flied for the fins of the 
whole world— by that freedom Which is the 
common birth-right of all, and the diftin- 
guifliing privilege of Engliflimen-^by the 
right-aiming thunderbolts of the Almighty^ 
prepared to execute vengeance on nations 
which deal in oppreffion— -by the tender ties 
of donieftic connections ; by all the comforts 
we enjoy here ; and, by all the happinefs we 
tixpedt hereafter ;— let us unite with all our 
powers to vindicate the Englifli name, tb 
honour the Gofpel of Peace, and to avert the 
judgements of Heaven, by the abolition of 
the Slave Trade, by reftraining the fury 

of 
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^< of the opprelTor/' and by the " letting 
the captive go free." The poor and af- 
flided fiaves can never know their friends 
and benefadors; they indeed cannot re- 
compenfe iis ; but v^^e fhall be recom- 
penfed at the refurredion of the jufl/* 
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